Persistent subepithelial haze in thin-flap LASIK.
To report persistent subepithelial haze in two patients following femtosecond LASIK associated with creation of a thin flap. Subepithelial haze was assessed by slit-lamp photography, high-resolution Scheimpflug imaging, and corneal confocal microscopy. Two patients showed distinct subepithelial haze and reduced corrected distance visual acuity at 3 months after LASIK with a think-flap generated by a femtosecond laser. The extent of haze was documented, and the haze was treated topically with steroids up to 12 weeks. The haze was localized approximately 20 to 40 microm below Bowman's layer and dissolved slowly during the 2 months of treatment. At 6 months after surgery, uncorrected visual acuity was 20/20. Subepithelial haze formation represents a new potential complication in the thin-flap LASIK.